A RUSSIAN INTERLUDE
too, Beck was not destitute of resource. He knew that
both in Germany and Austria-Hungary leave was most
freely given to a student who had to face an examination,
and so he went to his former Polytechnic Professor,
Casimir Bartel, who afterwards became one of the
Prime Ministers of Poland, and informed him of his
plans and his difficulties. Professor Bartel was equal to
the occasion, and immediately issued a certificate that
Joseph Beck, a student of Lwow Polytechnic, had to
remain in Lwow for an unspecified period on account
of the claims of an examination. This certificate was
accepted by the examination authorities, and so the
young man obtained leave to remain for an extended
time in Lwow.
But at length this extended period came to an end
and the young lieutenant had to wend his steps in the
direction of the Ukraine. For he was no longer the
Lieutenant Beck who had dragged his artillery up and
down the steep crags of Jablonica. He was now a certain
Mr. Halecki, with passport duly in order, and a stout
heart prepared to endure all the perils that might meet
him on his way. He, Halecki, had four companions
with him, and their objective was Kieff; though in
order to circumvent their foes they each sought the
capital of the Ukraine by different ways. In accordance
with the plan which had been formed by the young
Beck before he was metamorphosed into Mr. Halecki,
the leading idea was to form contact with the Third
47